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A Comparative Study of the Japanese Major Newspapers Reporting
the Unexpected Statement of Prince Naruhito
Concerning the Royal Family

Yohji G. KIMURA, Charn HANNAROHG and Hidenori ITAMURA

Abstract

In newspapers, the positive or negative weight of value (“semio-weight”) of an event is expressed by the
positioning of the article, the scale of headlines and the selection of key words. This paper analyzes the
differences of expressions reporting the unexpected statement of Prince Naruhito about the health of
princess Masako. Two scales measuring the reverence for the royal family were developed in consideration of
the positioning of articles. One is the NWP (News Weight Pattern), the other is the SRW (Startline Reverence
Weight). Semio-graphic analysis was applied to analyze the differences between four major Japanese
newspapers, as well as newspapers of the Kingdom of Thailand. Considerable differences of the reverence
weight for the Royal family were observed in terms of NWP and SRW.
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